UM professor joins international research effort by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
6-26-1981 
UM professor joins international research effort 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM professor joins international research 
effort" (1981). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 6916. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/6916 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
m a r i b e t h  c f w y e r  •  n e w s  e d i t o r
mcnamer/jlf  
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d a i l i e s  + Geo.
UM PROFESSOR JOINS INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH EFFORT
MISSOULA—
Johnnie Moore, an a s s i s ta n t  professor in geology at the University of 
Montana, recently  returned from a two-month deep sea d r i l l i n g  cruise  o f f  the 
northwest coast of Africa.
The cruise  was part of an ongoing project funded by the National Science  
Foundation of the United States  and equivalent organizations of other p a r t i c i ­
pating countries .
The deep sea d r i l l in g  project  began 12 years ago as an international  
e f fo r t  to work out a theory of the evolution of the ocean basin. Essential  
data from the in i t i a l  research was added to the theories of continental d r i f t  
and sea f loor  spreading (formation of ocean basins by the spreading apart of  
continents and accumulation of new molten material which then c r y s t a l l i z e s  
into rock).  During the past two years the d r i l l i n g  has been moved from the 
deep ocean basins up onto the margins of continents where the o ldes t  rocks 
are found. Dri l l ing  in these areas adds to ex is t ing  knowledge about the 
very e a r l i e s t  stages of continental r i f t i n g .
The aim of the project i s  not to look for petroleum, accordina to Moore, 
but the structural information gained from the project can ult imate ly  provide 
knowledge of where o i l  e x i s t s .
About 80 persons were on board the research ship, including 14 s c i e n t i s t s  
from Germany, France, Switzerland, Czechoslovakia, Japan and the United States .
(over)
GEOLOGY RESEARCH - -  add one
As one of four sedimentologists working on th is  leg of the project ,  Moore's 
work is  concerned with the processes that change sediments into rocks. He 
will  be working on a follow-up description and interpretat ion of one par­
t icu lar  d r i l l  s i t e  and also studying the regional framework of the entire  
Morrocan she lf .
Moore's partic ipation on the project i s  funded by the Scripps Inst i tu te  
of Oceanography at the University of California in San Diego.
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